Issues Affecting Foster Youth

Presented by Diane Sugerman, Education Liaison

Stanislaus County Community Services Agency

The Foster Care System

Step One: CPS called. Emergency Response worker decides to further investigate or dismiss for lack of evidence. (Removal from home may be immediate if child is in immediate danger or within a few days if not.)

Step Two:  A Team Decision Meeting (TDM) is held to decide if the child should be placed in protective custody or referred to a voluntary family maintenance program (FM or FIP). If the decision is to place the child into protective custody a petition to the court will be filed.

Step Three: County juvenile court commissioner (judge) determines, based on the allegations in the court report, whether to make a child a dependent of the court, i.e. a foster youth. The court minute order is the official document that places a child in the foster care system. 

Step Four: Child is placed into foster care. Relatives, neighbors, and/or family friends are considered first for placement. If no relatives and/or non relatives are suitable for placement the child will be placed in a county licensed foster home or in a Foster Family Agency certified home. Note:  Youth who are not emotionally able to live with a foster family may be placed into a group home which is a higher level of care and supervision. This occurs only after all other options of placement have been considered.

Step Five: Once the case leaves the court unit (most cases remain in the court unit for 1-2 months) the case will be assigned to either a reunification social worker if the parents and/or guardians are granted reunification services, an adoption social worker or a permanency placement social worker. Reunification services (FR) can last up to 18 months depending on the progress and age of the child/children. If the parents/guardians are not granted FR services the case will either go to adoptions if there is an adoptive family available or to long-term foster care (permanency placement) if there is no adoptive family available. If the child/children do no go to adoptions an Emergency Life Long Connection meeting is held to determine if there is anyone the youth might have a connection with.  A family search is conducted on all children that enter foster care and updated as needed.

Step Six: Child successfully reunites with parents, or placed with a legal guardian, or adopted, or placed with a Permanency Placement worker (i.e. stays in foster care) until age 18.

Step Seven: At age 18 a youth emancipates (exits) from the foster care system. They may remain in foster care until their 19th birthday in order to graduate high school or receive a GED.

Additional information:

The foster parent, county social worker, CASA or educational liaisons (either with the Office of Education or Child Protective Services) are contact people for the foster child.

The school district may or may not, ask at time of enrollment if a child is in the foster care system. It is possible that the school does not know if a student is a foster youth.

ILSP: This is a voluntary program available to foster youth from age 16-21. Classes are held once a week during the school year to expose the youth to life skills topics such as: planning for college, setting goals, money management, housing options, etc.

Life After Foster Care

Prior to age 18 an Exit TDM is held with the foster youth to plan for and assist the youth in the process of  transitioning out of foster care. Help with vocational training, college and housing are services available to former foster youth ages 18-21 and if eligible up to age 25.

College Support for Foster Youth

*CPS (i.e the Community Services Agency of Stanislaus County (CSA)) has staff who will help foster youth through the process of applying for college and financial aide.

Community College: The Bridge program at MJC provides extensive support: career planning, counseling, tutoring, meal vouchers, bus passes, and money for text books.

4-Year College: Foster Youth support is provided through the Guardian Scholars/Promise Scholars/Renaissance Scholars programs. Some programs provide extra money for housing. The Promise Scholars Program at CSU Stanislaus currently does not have money for housing. Foster youth typically receive full financial aide that will pay for tuition and fees.

FASFA: Foster youth file as independent and most will have $0 income.

CHAFEE: This is a grant available to those who are in foster care between the ages of 16-18. The application is done once the FASFA is submitted.

How the AVID teacher can help: 

· Ensure that students are taking and passing classes. 

· Remind youth of the SAT deadline. 

· Follow up to ensure that students have applied for college and financial aide before the deadlines.

· Be a person a youth can come to support them through the college process

For more information please contact: 

Diane Sugerman 209-558-2333  Sugerd@stancounty.com

