Charting the Text: Analyzing the Micro-Structure

for 

How Educators’ and Students’ Mind-Sets Influence Achievement

For each paragraph in the article, you will determine what the author is saying and what she is doing.  What she is saying focuses on the content of each paragraph.  What she is doing looks at the choices she makes as a writer to construct meaningful paragraphs.

Here are some questions you can ask while analyzing what the author is saying in a paragraph.  You will write your comments in the left margin next to each paragraph.

· What is this section about?

· What is the author saying?

· What is the content?

· What did I learn from this paragraph?

· What information is being presented?

Here are some examples of what authors do in paragraphs.  When articulating what an author is doing, begin with a verb.  You will make your comment about what the author is doing in the right margin next to each paragraph.

· Giving an example…

· Interpreting the data…

· Sharing an anecdote…

· Summarizing research…

· Reflecting on a process…

· Contrasting one idea to another…

· Listing data…
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