The Pursuit of Happyness: Building Patterns for Success
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“It was right then that I started thinking about Thomas Jefferson on the Declaration of Independence and the part about our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. And I remember thinking how did he know to put the pursuit part in there? That maybe happiness is something that we can only pursue and maybe we can actually never have it. No matter what. How did he know that?”
Directions:  Over the past few weeks, we have discussed the mindset and behaviors of individuals who STRIVE for success and happiness.  In the film, The Pursuit of Happyness, we witnessed some of the obstacles Christopher Gardner overcame in order to create a better life for himself and his son.

What can we learn from the way he FOUGHT for the things he wanted in life?  

What steps must an individual take in order to accomplish their goals?

Either alone or in pairs, create a visual that illustrates the physical behavior and mental attitude of a person who wants to achieve success with both FAMILY & THEIR ACADEMIC/CAREER GOALS.
Example:







Requirements:
· A creative title that relates to your “pattern for success.”   You can’t use The Pursuit of Happiness as your title! (10 pts)
· At least FIVE steps that lead to success (10 pts)
· The steps must include the physical behaviors AND attitude changes of someone working towards success (15 pts)
Example of Physical Behavior:



One must move quickly to get to their destination.
Example of Attitude Change:



An individual shouldn’t think “It’s okay to take my time.


        It’ll still be there when I get there.”
· The steps must involve making time for ACADEMIC/CAREER GOALS AND LOVED ONES
(15 pts)

·  A FIGURATIVE representation of the path to success (20 pts)
· Text should be easy to read and contain few, if any, errors in grammar and spelling (10 pts)
· Work should be thoughtful, creative, and neatly done (10 pts)
· At least FIVE colorful visuals.  NO WHITE SPACE!  (10 pts)
(100 pts. Total)

Building Patterns for Success

1. Do a little something every day. A post on your blog. A phone call or e-mail for information. Research on a new opportunity. Despite what you may have been told by business advisors, endless research and planning will not bring success. Hard and steady work toward your goal will. Even mistakes bring you closer to that goal. 

2. Don't let failure crush your momentum. No matter how dispiriting the defeat, always keep moving. You may feel as if you've done everything wrong at times, but the only real mistake is to stop putting in the effort.

3. Identify core goals. These are the things you really want out of your business. Guy Kawasaki suggests coming up with a mantra, a short phrase to easily explain your aims. You will be forced to make many rapid changes once your business is up and running. Your core goals will keep you from getting lost along the way. 

4. Return to your roots. Once you've got those core goals return to them often. This does not mean repeating the same old tired formula but instead always finding new and innovative ways of getting closer to the essence of your business. Your core goals will ground you and yet give you a constant well of inspiration from which to draw.

5. Quantify success. Decide what success means for your business. To some entrepreneurs, it is revenue in the millions and a business they can sell to Microsoft or some other corporate giant. To others it is having enough to put food on the table for their families. There is no right answer here, but how you answer will make all the difference in the kind of business you build and whether it is a success.

http://www.bootstrapme.com/50226711/building_patterns_for_success.php
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