APPLES TO APPLES THESIS STATEMENTS
1) Each player is dealt seven "red apple" cards; on each is printed a noun or noun phrase (such as "Madonna", "Canada", "The Spanish Inquisition", "Michael Jackson", etc.).
2) The judge (a chosen player) draws a "green apple" card on which is printed an adjective ("scary", "frightening", "patriotic", etc.), and places it face-up on the table for everybody to see. 
3) Then each player (except the judge) chooses a card that they think is the BEST match for the green apple card, and places it face-down. The judge shuffles the red apple cards, reads them (often aloud), and decides which noun is the best match for the adjective. This decision is subjective; the official rules encourage the judge to pick the match that is "most creative, humorous or interesting". Some might think it humorous if "Canadians" is played for delicious, and might give that player the point.
4) The judge also picks the card he/she believes is the WORST fit.
5) ***EVERY GROUP MEMBER (including the judge, but not the group member chosen as winner) MUST WRITE A THESIS STATEMENT THAT MATCHES WHAT THE JUDGE CHOSE EX:MADONNA IS FIRGHTENING BECAUSE.....
6) THE CARD THAT THE JUDGE DEEMS THE WORST, THE INDIVIDUAL WHO PUT
THE CARD DOWN MUST WRITE 2 THESIS STATEMENTS: EX: MADONNA IS FRIGNTENING BECAUSE..... AND   CANADA IS NOT FRIGNTENING BECAUSE....
*** THE INDIVIDUAL WHO PUTS DOWN THE CARD THE JUDGE CHOOSES DOES NOT HAVE TO WRITE A THESIS STATEMENT FOR THAT ROUND.
7) The player who submitted the chosen red apple card wins the round, and takes the green apple card to signify the win. All players then draw red cards until they have seven again, and the role of "judge" may pass to another person
AVID CURRICULUM
We do this activity the day after taking Cornell notes on a thesis statement. It is a fun way for the students to write many thesis statements during a short period of time and it is an easy way for me to assess who has mastered the thesis statement and who needs to be involved in a re-teach.



