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	Discussion/Answers

	We hear a lot about AB540 from Delta, but not MJC, do they still serve AB540 students?
	ALL California Community Colleges MUST, by law, honor in-state tuition to AB540 students.

Community Colleges CAN allow students to self-certify for eligibility but DELTA DOES NOT.

ADVISE STUDENTS, WHEN FILLING OUT THE DELTA APPLICATION, to…
-request a temporary ID # (to use in place of SSN)
-check the resident box!

	I have a student who is being treated as an AB540 student even though she was born here and has lived here all of her life.  Her parents abandoned her and therefore she was unable to get parental financial information. How does AB540 apply?
	This makes no sense.  To the best of our knowledge, there are no AB540 provisions that would apply in this case.

	Can you provide an update on the Dream Act?
	Currently in congress. It was attached to the military act which was voted on, but it was cut out.  

Overview:  The Dream Act is proposed federal legislation which would allow a path to citizenship and eligibility for financial aid to undocumented students who graduate from a US high school and go to college or serve in the military.

There have been attempts to enact a state-level Dream Act—mostly as a means for granting financial assistance to undocumented students, but the state act would not have path to citizenship provisions.

	Once AB540 students graduate from college, what employment opportunities are available to them?
	Being hired by someone is the problem.  The best bet is to own your own business or work as a consultant (marketing, restaurant, wedding planner, etc).

	What do you suggest for how to get our students legalized status?
	Unfortunately, most undocumented students do not have a lawful way to immigrate.  In order for them to legally immigrate they would need to have a relative who was in the country legally.

The following organizations provide support and information:
El Concilio
California Rural Legal Defense 
Catholic Charities
Each school has a contact person
UOP—Ines Ruiz Houston

	If a student is a legal citizen, but his/her parents are undocumented, how should FAFSA be handled?
	The student should file the FAFSA because the parents’ status is irrelevant in terms of being eligible for aid.
BUT…if parents don’t have a tax ID form, they should talk with an attorney to determine how to approach the FAFSA (there might be some “shady” business going on).

	How does UOP serve AB540 students?
	Eligibility to attend UOP is not an issue
Currently there is no structured financial support in place although they are trying to get the tuition waived for 1-2 high quality students per year.

	
	



