Math Etiquette for the Elective Teacher
The Ten Commandments of Supporting Math 
1. Never say, “I’m just not a math person.”

Why do we never hear, “I’m not a reading person” or “I’m just not a writing person”, but for some reason we excuse an ignorance of math.  When you are “not a math person” it allows your students to not be math people.

2. Be Positive about Math and your approach to the subject

I’m not an artist, but I can appreciate art.  I’m not Hemmingway, but I can appreciate a well written prose.  Some people might not be mathmagicians, but we should all see and appreciate the advances in technology and science that stems from the field of mathematics.

3. Challenge Yourself!

No one has ever gotten better at running by sitting on the couch.  No one has gotten better at cooking by eating at McDonalds.  And no one has gotten better at Math by avoidance.  Become a Math Person!

4.  If you don’t understand something… ASK!  If you are discussing something with a math teacher and you don’t understand, stop them and ask for clarification.
When talking with math teachers on your site team, don’t be afraid to stop the conversation and ask them to explain in a different way.  Mathematicians’ often speak mathese. 

5. It needs to be ok for you and others to make mistakes, especially in Mathematics.  
In fact, our brains learn much more from mistakes that are corrected than they do from a correct answer.

6. Do not accept a tutorial question as a level two or three question just because they use the word.

Infer how to factor x2 – 4x – 21 is not an inference question.  As with most things it is what we do, and not what we say!
7. Have you ever said the words, “I wish I was better at math.”?  If so, do everything you can to ensure that your AVID students don’t have to say those words when they are adults.
Don’t let personal regrets become your students’ regrets.  Challenge your students to go as far as they can in math.  (Hey, at least they will never have to worry about finding a job!)

8. Be wary of letting your tutors teach (or allow other students to teach) “shortcuts” or “tricks”

Although tutors are obviously trying to help by demonstrating a “faster” method, these gimiks can occassionally have unforseen exceptions, which can backfire on the students.

9. Don’t ever FAKE it!  (And don’t allow your tutors to fake it either)
There has always been a popular mantra regarding tutors, which is “You don’t have to be a content expert in order to tutor the subject.”  This is true…in a way; HOWEVER, you never want a student to leave the tutorial with incorrect information when they think they know how to do it.  If you are unsure about a solution, there is nothing wrong with telling the student to check in with their math teacher to make sure the answer is correct.  If it was correct great, if it is incorrect have them share the solution during the next tutorial session.  Celebrate the corrected mistake!  Having a student leave with misinformation is MUCH worse than not having done a tutorial at all, because you are further ingraining an incorrect approach to the problem.  
10.  Make Math a priority!
I am certain that this sounds self-serving, especially since every teacher believes his or her subject is the most important.  However, let me explain my rational.  On any given Tuesday or Thursday, you can walk into any tutorial, at any grade level, anywhere in the country (or world) and I can promise you that at least 60% of the tutorial sessions are on mathematics.  When a student is failing a subject, it is most often math.  If a student fails to complete the college entrance requirements, it is most often math.  I would like to believe that the contents of this book will be the solution to all your problems, but it will not.  At best, it is a collection of tools to help support you in your work.  The real solution lies within the collaboration between you, the other elective teachers, and the math teachers.  Once you have solved pieces of the puzzle, make sure that you share them, especially with me.
